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February General Membership Meeting
The February meeting will take place on Friday February 20th.
The meeting will take place at White Hall on the Emory University Campus. Starts at 8 PM sharp. Refreshments and
socializing before hand out in the hallway from 7:30PM to
7:55PM.
Talk title: Binary Stars studied by Professional and Amateur
Astronomers.
Abstract: Binary stars range from ‘ordinary’ ones, from which
we derive the fundamental properties of stars, to the ‘outlandish’ ones which produce novae and supernovae. The advent
of cheap CCD’s has led to a dramatic increase of collaboration
of professional and amateur astronomer in investigating binary
stars.
Picture of J. Scott Shaw to left. Picture taken from Shaw web page.
Speaker: J. Scott Shaw
Background on speaker: Professor of Astronomy at the University of
Georgia for the last 30 years. Principal Astronomer for the Southeastern
Association for Research in Astronomy (SARA). My specialty has
been binary stars and variable stars.
More Information: The following is a list of weblinks for
those of you who want to find out more about our speaker and
his research.. The home page for J. Scott Shaw is
www.physast.uga.edu/people/fac-jss.html. UGA astronomical

From I-75 North or South: Take exit 248-C, the Freedom
Parkway exit. Cross Boulevard; continue on Freedom Parkway; veer right at split. Road will pass by Carter Center. Continue on through next traffic light. Road deadends at next traffic light. Turn left onto Moreland Avenue. Road changes names
after crossing over Ponce de Leon Avenue to Briarcliff Road..
Go approximately 2 miles on Briarcliff Road to North Decatur
Road. Turn right and follow North Decatur Road one mile to
the Dowman Drive intersection. Emory University will be on
your left.
From I-285 East: Take I-285 to Stone Mountain Freeway
(exit 39). Take the Atlanta/ Decatur exit. Take the Stone Mtn
Freeway to the end(1 Mile). Turn left onto Lawrenceville Hwy.
Road will change names to Scott Blvd. Take Scott Blvd to
North Decatur Road. Note that it is a five way intersection.
Turn right onto North Decatur Road. Take road for 1 1/2 to 2
miles to Dowman Road. Note that Dowman Road is a five
way intersection. Turn right onto Dowman Road.
From I-85 South or North: Take exit 91, the Clairmont Road
exit. Turn (east/south) on Clairmont and follow it approximately
3 miles to North Decatur Road. Turn right and follow North
Decatur approximately one mile to Dowman Road. Turn right
onto Dowman Road.
Directions to White Hall from North Decatur Road: This
month the meeting will take place on the Emory University
Campus in the at White Hall. Street access is via North Decatur Road. Take North Decatur to Dowman Drive (5 way intersection). Turn onto Dowman Drive. Note that Dowman Drive
Continued on the next page.
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changes names to Dickey Drive but still same road. Parking is
available along Dowman Drive and a parking lot is located behind the Admissions Building. Access is via first left after turning onto Dowman Drive from North Decatur Road. White Hall
is located across the street from the new Math and Sciences
Building. Ironically the color of White Hall is white.

The Reflector four times a year. If you have any questions
about the AL, please contact me. Email and phone numbers on
page 7 of this publication.

Charlie Elliott Chapter

In 1788 William Herschel got married! But to whom? Only one
of the references I used for this essay gives her name: Mary
Pitt. I’m afraid that the wife of the Great Astronomer is doomed
to historical obscurity. She vas a wealthy widow (Herschel - a
genius, after all) so now he vas into the BIG money! It is interesting to note that by this time Herschel - as an elderly (for that
time) 50 years old! Four years later, in 1792, his only offspring,
John Friedrich William Herschel, was born. He was to become
a first class scientist of many interests as well as an astronomer second only to his father.
John’s childhood was
fairly uneventful except
for the intellectual advantages he enjoyed due to his
parents’ influence. He
was a frail child and this
trait would have profound
effect on his later life.

For those who don’t know, we have a chapter of the Atlanta
Astronomy Club called the Charlie Elliott Chapter. They meet
monthly at the visitor’s center on the Charlie Elliott Wildlife
Management Area property. Located east of Covington, Georgia about 12 miles south of I-20. So for those of you on the east
side of town, check them out. Visit their website at http://
www.AtlantaAstronomy.Org/CEWMA . Additional information on the Chapter including pictures, can be seen at the website.
Check the Charlie Elliott Chapter website for info on date and
time of meetings. Information will also be posted on the AAC
listserv.
The Atlanta Astronomy Club Inc., the South’s largest and oldest
astronomical society, meets at 8:00 p.m. on
the third Friday of each
month at Emory University’s White Hall or occasionally at other locations. Membership is open to all. Membership fee’s are $30 for a family
or single person membership. College Students membership fee is $15.
These fees are for a one year membership.

In 1809, John entered
Cambridge University
where he joined Charles
Babbage, of computer
punch card fame, (remember those?) and

Magazine subscriptions to Sky & Tel or Astronomy can be purchased
through the club for a reduced rate. The fees are $33 for Sky & Tel and
$29 for Astronomy. Renewal forms will be sent to you by the magazines.
Send the renewal form along with you check to the Atlanta Astronomy
Club treasurer.
Club address is:
Atlanta Astronomy Club
PMB 305
3595 Canton Road A9
Marietta, Georgia 30066
Atlanta Astronomy Club Hot Line: Timely information on the night
sky and astronomy in the Atlanta area. Call 770-621-2661.
Internet Home Page: http://www.AtlantaAstronomy.Org

George Peacock (of NBC - Just kidding!) in resolving “to do
their best to leave the world wiser than they found it.” To that
end, they founded the Analytical Society of Cambridge to crusade for the introduction of Leibniz’s German calculus symbols
over Newton’s, an Englishman. (What are those? You don’t
want to know! )

Send suggestions, comments, or ideas about the website to
webmaster@AtlantaAstronomy.org. Also send information on upcoming observing events, meetings, and other events to the webmaster.

The Astronomical League
As a member of the AAC, you are automatically a member of
the Astronomical League. AL for short. I (Keith Burns) am the
ALCOR for the club. My job is to relay information from the
AL to our membership. The AL consists of
a national organization. Members in the AL
include individuals and other astronomy
clubs. Check out the website for the AL at
www.astroleague.org to see what they offer. You also get the AL newsletter called

THE OTHER HERSCHELS: JOHN - A
CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK

John’s exceptional abilities
matured quickly. By 1812 he
had submitted his first mathematical paper to the Royal
Society and was elected a Fellow the next year. In 1813 he
won first place in the university math exams.
At this point he asked his
father’s advice on a career.
William suggested - the clergy!
For, he said, “a clergyman is in
Continued on the next page.
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possession of dignified leisure” to cultivate the mind. So, like
any son would do with his father’s advice, John went into Law!
Had this worked out, I would not be writing this, so let me
continue...
He applied for a chemistry professorship in London, but lost by
one vote. Later he became seriously ill. After a long recovery,
he returned to Cambridge to teach math. By 1816, John reluctantly joined his father who, despite failing health, kept up his
breakneck research pace. John was very reluctant to do this
and wrote to Babbage: “My heart dies within me”.
During these years as assistant, John continued his work in
chemistry, physics and especially math, for which he was
awarded the prestigious Copley Medal of the Royal Society in
1821. Despite all this, it was the work in astronomy and telescope making that laid the groundwork for later accomplishments. In 1820, John became one of the founding members of
the Royal Astronomical Society.
John’s first major task in astronomy was to reobserve all the
double stars cataloged by his father, with the help of the now
famous double star observer and accomplished observer James
South, who he met in London while studying Law. The
reobservation of that catalog, which contained 848 multiple stellar
systems, earned the two men the Gold Medal of the Royal
Astronomical Society AND the Lalande prize from the Paris
Academy of Sciences.
By 1829, John married Margaret Brodie and had an “idyllic”
marriage with many progeny, unlike his own family. In 1831 he
was knighted!
John’s sense of obligation to complete his father’s survey into
the southern hemisphere after his death in 1822, led him in
1833 to pack up his wife, kids and the Great 20 foot telescope
and sail to the Cape of Good Hope. The story of this adventure
is a book in its own right - maybe some other time. The telescope had three mirrors; one made by William, one by John
with his father, and one by John alone. The reason for bringing
three mirrors vas not just in case of breakage. Speculum mirrors tarnished easily, so they were rotated amongst each other.
One in the telescope, one being repolished and one for a spare.
The Herschels stayed at a Dutch farmhouse, called Feldhausen,
east of Cape Town. During the four years of intense observing,
John recorded the location of (are you sitting down?) 68,948
stars, long catalogs of nebulae and double stars, described in
much detail the Orion Nebula and the Magellanic Clouds. He
observed Halley’s comet and the satellites of Saturn, many of
which his father had discovered. He also made invaluable observations of sunspots and measured solar radiation, concluding that it would be sufficient to melt a shell of ice 120 feet
thick covering the whole Earth! !

took until 1847 when the volume “Results of Astronomical
Observations Made During the Years 1834-8 at the Cape of
Good Hope” appeared. Also, a catalog of 5,079 nebulae &
clusters was presented to the Royal Society. While a catalog of
10,000 double stars was not completed, it was published posthumously in 1879. This great catalog was revised and enlarged
by Dr. Dreyer to 7840 nebulae and clusters known by 1887.
The resulting list has come down to us as the great General
Catalog of Nonstellar Objects (NGC) which forms the basis of
known objects even to this day! So we have the great Astronomers William and John Herschel to thank for our NGC catalog.
Think of that next time you use an NGC number to designate
an object!
The year after returning from the Cape, John heard of a remarkable new photographic process invented by the Frenchman Daguerre. He at once made several important studies of
it, leading to the invention of a photographic “fixer” solution
that renders photographic paper insensitive to light, there by
fixing the image onto it. He also succeeded in photographing
the Solar spectrum, in color!
Despite this busy scientific activity, for some unknown reason,
in 1850 he was appointed Master of the Mint in London! The
change cost him dearly! Despite his over qualification for the
job, he was not physically up to the demands of managing a
large organization. On top of this, he also took on planning the
scientific sections of the Great Exhibition of 1851. He was
forced to live away from his family, working all hours of the
day and night. His health quickly deteriorated, he became depressed and by 1854 had a nervous breakdown.
After a lengthy recovery, he resigned the post at the Mint and
spent his remaining years with his family, working on the catalog of nebulae, star clusters and double stars. John died in 1871.
So ends a dynasty of sorts. The Herschels left astronomy a
great legacy, one we use every night in the NGC catalog. So
when you observe your next deep sky object, think of yourself
at the eyepiece of the large 20 foot telescope, or the giant 40
foot, seeing light from the object for the first time. How would
you describe it, not knowing all you know about astrophysics
today?
Taken from the October, 1989, issue of Northern Lights, the
publication of the Astronomical League’s North Central Region. The author is unknown.
Pictures of John Herschel. These images came from the
School of Mathematics and Statictics website. The school
is located at the University of St. Andrews, Scottland. For
more interesting information on John Herschel, please visit
their website at www-gap.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/~history/Mathematicians/Herschel.html.

After the return to England in 1838, John’s career as an observer comes to an end. But the publication of his observations
Page 3

Flying in Formation
By Patrick L. Barry
You can almost see the tabloid headlines now: “Mid-west farmer
spies UFO squadron flying in formation!” “First signs of imminent alien invasion,” the subtitle will read.
If only this fictional farmer had been keeping up with NASA’s
Space Place column, he would have known better. The string
of white dots moving in formation across the pre-dawn sky
were satellites, not alien spaceships.
Beginning next year, a series of challenging, high-precision
launches will insert four satellites into orbits with just the right
altitude, position, and orbital inclination to follow in lock-step
behind NASA’s Aqua satellite (launched in May 2002). Scientists have dubbed this squadron of satellites the “A-Train.” Along
with Aqua, the celestial parade will include Cloudsat, CALIPSO,
PARASOL, and Aura.
In April 2004, NASA will launch CloudSat, an Earth-observing
satellite with unique cloud-measurement abilities. These measurements will fill an important role in our understanding of
global climate change, making long-term climate change scenarios more accurate and dependable.
So why bother flying in formation? By passing over the same
swath of land within seconds or minutes of each other, the
satellites will give scientists snapshots of essentially the same
scene using a total of 14 different measuring instruments.
CloudSat alone carries only one: a millimeter-wavelength radar
sounder.

This sounder-the first of its kind put into orbit-lets scientists see
a vertical “slice” of the atmosphere that shows clouds, water,
and ice between the ground and 30 km altitude, with a vertical
resolution of 0.5 km. Even by itself, this instrument would provide an important and unique view of Earth’s atmosphere, since
the accurate portrayal of clouds is one of the glaring weaknesses with current simulations of climate change.
But this cloud data is even more valuable when combined with
measurements from the other satellites in the A-Train-for example, air temperature, trace gases, and radiation into and out
of the atmosphere. Scientists can then see connections between,
say, temperature and the resulting behavior of clouds. A better
understanding of these connections is one of the most soughtafter goals of climate research, because changes to global cloud
cover would, in turn, have a feedback effect on global temperatures.
The real story of this satellite squadron may not make the tabloid headlines, but at least there’s evidence that the imminent
threat of climate change is real, which is a lot more than you
can say for alien invaders!
Learn more about CloudSat and the A-Train at
cloudsat.atmos.colostate.edu . Kids (and grownups) can do
interactive cloud picture scrambles and learn “Cloudspeak” (the
names of different kinds of clouds) at The Space Place,
spaceplace.nasa.gov/cloudsat_puz.htm .
This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, under a contract
with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

CloudSat, to be launched in November 2004, will take its place as part of the “A-Train” of satellites flying in formation
to take closely timed snapshots of essentially the same scene using a total of 14 different measuring instruments. (Picture
above).
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January Meeting Minutes

Welcome to the Atlanta Astronomy Club

The general meeting of the Atlanta Astronomy Club was held
January 8, 2004 at 8:00 PM at White Hall on the campus of
Emory University with approximately 50 in attendance including several visitors and new members.

By Peter Macumber

Officers and committee chairs heard from included the following: A darksky event is scheduled for Jan. 17 at Woodriff. The
Focal Point deadline is February 1. Mark Banks, who has been
chairing the Sidewalk Astronomy committee for quite a few
years has asked for a volunteer to replace him. If you’re interested, call or e-mail him at 404-257-2766 or
jmarkbanks@earthlink.com. Several sidewalk astronomy events
are pending, to be announced later. If you see Mark thank him
for his years of faithful service in this important role.
The speaker was Dr. Thomas Williams, in town for the American Astronomical Society. He presented an interesting talk on
the history of astronomical societies in general and the rise of
science as a recreational activity. Thank you very much, Dr.
Williams!
Respectfully submitted,
Julie Moore
Recording Secretary

Volunteer Needed
This is a great way to get involved with club members and the
public. I have been doing this job for the last 5 years. I am
involved in other club projects now so I think this is a good time
to let someone else take over.
There’s no rocket science involved here. You just need to be
able to take requests from the public and arrange for the appropriate club members to do the event. You don’t need to
have a telescope or know a lot about astronomy. You just need
to go out there with evangelical zeal and get as many converts
as possible.
If you would like to get more information on this job, please
contact me.
Thanks, Mark Banks 404-257-2766
jmarkbanks@earthlink.net

IT’S HERE - www.AtlantaAstronomy.Org - the new and improved website.
Some of you may have noticed we have a different look and
feel to the website. This new website was a collaborative effort of a number of people and was “turned on” on, quietly, on
January 17. So far I think it has been successful and I have
received positive feedback. Over twenty people have already
discovered the new benefits and registered.
The new website is based upon a ‘Content Management System’, CMS. This means that you, the members, can post your
own Articles, Pages, Comments. You can post your own Ads in
the AAC Swap Shop. You can see the upcoming events from
the Events Calendar as well as submit Events to be added to
the Calendar. You can post pictures to the Photo Gallery.
In order to post, you must be a Member of the website. The
items you post will require an Administrator to approve and we
already have two Administrators and are looking for more.
How do you become a member? On the main page, on the top
menu bar there is a Member Login button. Click on this button.
You will be taken to a page to enter your userid and password.
If you do not have user id and password, there is a link on this
page “New User Registration”. Clicking here will take you to a
form. Fill out the form and you will be emailed a confirmation.
In the confirmation email there will be a link to activate your
userid. If you allow cookies, a cookie will be stored on your
computer and you will not have to login in the future, it will be
automatic. If your are logged-in, you can go to the Member
Login and change your information and options.
There are numerous features available, I have not mentioned
all of them here and there will be more added. There are some
problems with links, these are being fixed as they are found. If
you have a problem, send me feed back, via the link Feedback
in the modules list. If you can’t find the link or it won’t work for
you send an email to WebAdmin@AtlantaAstronomy.Org.

or

Get the Focal Point Online
The Focal Point is available online in PDF color format. The
free Adobe(R) Reader allows you to view, navigate, and print
PDF files across all major computing platforms. Download the
free reader at www.adobe.com. Download the FP at
www.atlantaastronomy.org. If it works for you and you want
to get the FP via email, send Peter Macumber an e-mail at
pmacumber@AtlantaAstronomy.org
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The AAC From 1,350 Miles Ago
By Roth Ritter
http://www.rothritter.com
I don’t usually write about topics like this as I had always been
the kind of club member that was happy to pay the yearly dues
and just use the club’s facilities for what I enjoyed doing: imaging the night sky and socializing with friends who share the
same passion. I suppose there’s nothing really wrong with
that, but I’m glad that belonging to an organization like the AAC
means different things to different folks or it would be a significantly different club today. Over the 3 years I was an AAC
member, I felt no need to contribute much in terms of an investment of personal time and frankly felt on occasion that the
club was over sized and over complicated. This little article is
just a quick hind sight observation for all those non-board members that sort of glaze over what you might perceive as dull
political banter, like I once did.
In June of 2003, I moved here to a suburb of Santa Fe, NM.
The skies are dark, the air is very dry and the seeing is usually
amazing. A real treat for someone who lived in Atlanta all of
what I call their “astronomy life”. A half year later I have no
regrets and I would do it all again without hesitation. I love the
small town feel, the friendly people, the climate, just about everything (did I mention the food?). The only thing I do miss,
ironically, is belonging to such a large, well organized and motivated astronomy club akin to what the AAC is now. You may
be saying to yourself, “New Mexico? There has to be an astronomy club or observatory just about every square mile,
right?” Yes and no. The thing is you have to put it all into perspective. New Mexico is the nation’s 3rd largest state by area
as well as the poorest. You could probably count the number of
places you would consider a real town on two hands. Everything is really spread out with a lot of dust, arroyos and cholla
(a native cactus) in between. Not to give a geography lesson,
there are in fact a substantial number of organizations and observatories in the state, but they’re not exactly a stone’s throw
away for a casual visit.
Getting back to my origin of discussion, I have discovered 2 or
3 loosely organized small clubs in my vicinity. The breed of
astro-goer within these clubs tends to be a descendent of Daniel
Boone, old school in practice, and I believe where all of the film
imagers have fled the CCD revolution. The clubs certainly do
not have guest speakers, fund raisers, or much of even a web
presence or yearly dues for that matter. The function of these
organizations is primarily to meet at an observing location once
a month organized by a 3 officer body, nothing more. They do
have a one page news leaflet that arrives every 3 months in the
mailbox, but an online PDF Focal Point-like periodical is light
years away.
Now don’t get the wrong idea here. I’m not revealing this scenario as a “I can’t believe the state of astronomy out here”
kind of thing. On the contrary this slice of life is the norm in
most facets of living along with the slow pace of business and

cracked walled adobes, and I consider it part of the charm of
New Mexico that brought me here. These people run rings
around my knowledge of the sky outside the field of CCD astrophotography. The newbies out here are routinely finding things
in their naked dobs I can barely see on my laptop with a 2
minute 3x binned exposure from my CCD which was found by
my fancy go-to enabled GEM. It’s very inspiring to say the
least and urges me to go back and re-look at the things I’ve
neglected to learn in favor of my primary pursuits.
So now that I’ve drifted a little outside my introductory statement, I can say it has been necessary to take you there in order
to come full circle. While I have much to gain from the slow
paced, humble establishments of my local astronomy community and feel inspired to further myself under their endeavors,
only now can I appreciate what a fantastically constructed
“metropolis” of a club the AAC is. In fact, the AAC would
more than hold up to the larger and more established astronomy
clubs found in Albuquerque. From the magnificent guest speakers, to the weekend work days, to the number of chronic dark
sky events all the way to the club members themselves; there
are far too many resources at your fingertips to just pay the
annual dues and watch all the automated e-mail reminders come
and go even if your schedule only allows you to take advantage
of one or two a year. My term with the AAC was mostly on the
receiving end to be sure, but by the end of the day maybe not in
vein. Because of the perspective I’ve gained thanks to the AAC,
I intend to offer more of my time to my astronomy community
and hopefully help it aspire to offer even just some of the things
you’ve already had for a long time. Although my investment
may not advance the AAC now, it could lead to the promotion
of astronomy in a small way for someone else here, which in
the long run should probably be everyone’s ultimate goal. Enjoy
your club and all it has to offer now because giants like the
AAC aren’t on every corner of the earth. Clear skies!

SPRING ZOMBIE PARTY
A two night event, at the Dark Skies of Woodruff, for the low
low price of $10. April 16,17,18. Friday Night and Saturday
Night. Details to be published soon!
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Note that material you see in the Focal Point has been sent
to me for use in our newsletter only. If anyone wants to use
the material elsewhere, please contact the author of the
article or photographer who has taken the picture. With rare
exceptions, most people will grant you permission.

printed. So if you want more up to date information, go to our
club’s website. The website contains pictures, directions, membership applications, events updates (when available) and other
information. http://www.atlantaastronomy.org

AAC Contacts

Atlanta Astronomy Club Listserv

President: Jim Moore 7-242-6735
Hollin@Bellsouth.net

If you have email access with a computer, then you can
subscribe to the Atlanta Astronomy Club Listserv. This is a
source for up to the minute info on observing events. You
can also post questions about astronomy. You can talk to
fellow astronomers about the hobby.
Subscribe to the Atlanta Astronomy Club Mailing List: The
name of the list is: AstroAtlanta. The address for messages is: AstroAtlanta@yahoogroups.com . To add a subscription, send a message to: AstroAtlantasubscribe@yahoogroups.com . To cancel your membership, send a message to AstroAtlantaunsubscribe@yahoogroups.com . Messages for the listowner (me) go to: AstroAtlanta-owner@yahoogroups.com
or to LAbbey@mindspring.com . The “home page” for
the list, from which you can change your account defaults
is: http://www.yahoogroups.com/group/AstroAtlanta. This
list is owned by Lenny Abbey.

Program Chair: Rich Jakiel 7-577-2330
rjakiel@earthlink.net
Observing Chair: Dan Llewellyn 6-579-9661
zoser@mindspring.com
Corresponding Secretary/ ALCOR: Keith Burns 770-427-1475
Keith_B@Bellsouth.net
Treasurer: Evelyn Whalen 770-840-0535
AAC@Whalens.Org
Recording Secretary: Julie Moore 7-242-6735
moorequiver@bellsouth.net
Board: Mike Boni 770-956-7486
mikeboni@atlantaastronomy.org
Board/ Boy Scout Liaison: John Lentini 7-984-0175
johnlentini@yahoo.com
Board: Ken Poshedly 7-979-9842

poshedly@bellsouth.net

Board Chairman: Alex Langoussis
aleko@mindspring.com
Board: Brigitte Fessele 4-371-4713
brigitte_hf@earthlink.net

Atlanta Astronomical Imagers Listserv
To join the AAI group simply subscribe to the AAI listserve
described below. Once subscribed, you will be connected to a
wealth of knowledge and content.
As stated above, the AAI will also maintain a Yahoo Groups
listserve.
The name of this Yahoo Group is
Atlanta_Astro_Imaging. To learn more about the
Atlanta_Astro_Imaging group, please visit http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/AtlantaAstroImaging . To join the AAI
listserve
simply
send
an
email
to;
AtlantaAstroImaging@yahoogroups.com . If you wish to
unsubscribe simply send an email to AtlantaAstroImagingunsubscribe@yahoogroups.com . All are welcome to join,
even if you just want to see the wonderful images produced
by this group. The moderators are Chris Hetlage,
mailto:chrishet@attbi.com and Donavan Conrad
mailto:donovan@donconrad.com .

Elliott Chapter Director: Mark House 7-867-7742
mkhz28@yahoo.com
Elliott Observing Chair: Fred Taylor 7-385-9106
taylorfj@aol.com
Elliott Recording Secretary: Lyle Fischer 478-218-0460
starhoppers@hotmail.com
Elliott Coordinator: Alesia Rast Alesia_Rast@mail.dnr.state.ga.us
Amatuer Telescope Making: Larry Phillips 404-377-3861
lwphillips@mindspring.com
Georgia Astronomy in State Parks: Joanne Cirincione 4-824-4751
starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org
Light Trespass: Tom Buchanan 7-521-2136
buchanant@bellsouth.net
Obser. & Telescope Training: Stef Whetstone 7-460-7678
swhetstone@mindspring.com
Sidewalk Astronomy / Board: Mark Banks 4-257-2766
Jmarkbanks@earthlink.net
Villa Rica Observ. Coordinator: Vacant at this time
Woodruff Observ. Coordinator: John Lentini 7-984-0175
johnlentini@yahoo.com

Atlanta Astronomy Club Website

Webmaster Atlanta Astronomy: Peter Macumber 7-941-4640
pmacumber@nightsky.org

While this newsletter is the offical information source for the
Atlanta Astronomy Club, it is only up to date the day it is

Webmaster Charlie Elliott: Lyle Fischer
starhoppers@hotmail.com
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Marietta, GA 30066

3595 Canton Road A9
PMB 305

Atlanta Astronomy Club

We’re here to help! Here’s how how to reach us:
Marietta, Georgia 30064

3740 Burnt Hickory Road
Keith Burns

Newsletter of The Atlanta Astronomy Club, Inc.

The Focal Point

FIRST CLASS
FROM:

Please send articles, pictures, and drawings on anything astronomy related. All
formats are acceptable. Pictures can be sent as either JPEGs, GIFs, or other
formats. I can also scan hard copies of pictures. Articles can either be sent to
Keith Burns at the following address. Send it to Keith Burns 3740 Burnt Hickory
Road Marietta, Georgia 30064 or send it via email to Keith_B@bellsouth.net.
You can submit articles anytime up and including the deadline date. The deadline for March is 11:59 PM March 1st. Submissions will no longer be
accepted after the deadline. Note that the editor will start working on the
newsletter on March 1st. It takes me a week to do the newsletter.

Newsletter Deadline and Info

February 20th: General Membership Meeting. To be held at Emory University
White Hall. Starts at 8PM. Speaker and topic to be announced.
February 21st: Dark Sky observing session to be held at Woodruff Boy Scout
Camp.
March 1st: Focal Point Article Deadline.
March 6th: Open House/ Orientation at Villa Rica. Note Full Moon but that’s
okay.
March 19th: General Membership Meeting. Emory University. Starts at 8PM.
Speaker and topic TBA.
March 20th: Dark Sky Observing. Location TBA.
March 27th: GASP sidewalk astronomy and camping. Location TBA.
April 1st: Focal Point Article Deadline. This is for real.
April 16th -18th: Spring Zombie Party at Woodruff. Admission $10 for event.
Pay at event.
April 24th: Annual Banquet. Speaker and location TBA.
May 1st: Focal Point Article Deadline.

Calendar

