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October General Membership Meeting
By Keith “Kosmic Kow” Burns
The next General meeting of the Atlanta Astronomy Club will be on
October 21st at 8 P.M. at Emory University in White Hall. The room
number is 207. Directions on how to get to Emory are on page 7 of the
Focal Point. We will have refreshments in the hallway just outside of the
room before the meeting. A small donation in the kitty box is requested but
not required.
The meeting starts at 8 PM. This month the plan is to shorten the
business part of the meeting. Steve Bieger will do a short 5 to 10 minute
talk on “What’s Up.” Our featured speaker of the night, Angela Osterman,
will give her talk with questions and answers to follow. We will switch
back to the business meeting at this point. Announcements about
upcoming observing events and our upcoming speakers schedule will
follow. Afterward we will adjourn the meeting and head off to a local eating
establishment for supper, dessert, and / or just a drink.
Osterman has this to say about her talk, “The Life, Work, and Benefits of
being a Grad Student”: Being a grad student in astronomy means you get to
experience all sorts of new things. Some are intentional, like teaching,
passing advanced physics and astronomy classes, and how to use various
types and sizes of telescopes to observe various objects. Some are
bonuses, of a sort, like computer programming, personal accounting, and
amateur photography. I’ve found that the best bonus of being a grad
student in astronomy is getting to travel. I’ve had the privilege to travel
across the country and across the globe in order to observe at some
amazing telescopes in beautiful locations, with my digital camera in tow
whenever possible. In my talk, I’ll share with you my experiences as a
grad student, the research I’m doing in order to finally earn my PhD, and
views of the wonderful places I’ve visited along the way.

Here is a short bio on our speaker: Angela Osterman was born in Atlanta,
GA and raised in Columbia, MD. After high school, she returned to
Atlanta to attend Georgia Tech to pursue an engineering degree. Once her
core courses were finished, she decided that the physics courses interested
her more than those in engineering, so she switched majors. In addition to
her coursework, she completed an internship in Lucent Technologies’ fiber
optics division and a summer research program at the University of
Oklahoma studying supernova spectra. She graduated in 2000 with a BS in
Physics and headed straight over to Georgia State University to pursue a
PhD in Astronomy. Five years later, she has earned her MS in Physics,
has taught numerous undergraduate astronomy labs and one freshmen level
lecture course, earned a Graduate Teaching Award, traveled extensively,
and hopes to get her PhD sometime in the next year.
Upcoming speakers and programs:
For November we are changing meeting dates and room location. The
meeting will take place on November 11th. The location is room 208 of the
White Hall building. Since this is a special occasion, we will cut out the
business meeting and just have the talk. The featured speaker is Simon
Singh. He is an author, journalist and TV producer, specializing in science
and mathematics. He is a science writer for the BBC. His newest book is
titled, “Big Bang, The Origin of the Universe.” His lecture is titled, “BIG
BANG, The History of the Universe in 60 minutes”. Simon’s talks focus
on historical details and are not at all technical. See his website at
www.simonsingh.net for more information.
On Dec. 3rd or 10th, we are planning on having our Christmas banquet at
Bradley Observatory on the Agnes Scott College campus. Final details are
still being worked out. Stay tuned for more.
On Jan 20th, 2006, David King of Auburn University will come and speak
on the Chicxulub Crater in Mexico. At press time, this is not a done deal.
On Feb. 10th, 2006, we will have Adam Block of Kitt Peak come to speak.
Note that this is the 2nd Friday of the month and not the third Friday.
Continued on next page
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Adam is designing a brand new power point presentation just for this
meeting. It will include many wonderful space images and an abundance of
information on Kitt Peak. Plus Adam will talk about exactly what he does
out there at his job.
On March 17th, 2006, Rich Jakiel will speak on Galaxies. Plans are in the
works to dive deep into galaxies. This will include the “what”, “why”, and
“how” of galaxies. There will be more to come on this in the coming
months.

AAC September Meeting Minutes
by Art Russell, Recording Secretary
Approximately 40 members and guests attended the August General
Membership Meeting of the AAC held at Emory University’s White Hall
on September 16, 2005 . Phil Sacco, President, opened the meeting at 8:06
PM. After welcoming several visitors, he noted AAC members Gil and
Karen Shilcutt’s donation of lunar maps to any interested club member. He
then also noted the donation of an optical flat and a 980mm FL AeroEktar
lens assembly to the club’s ATM group. He then posed a question to the
members with reward being a 2006 Astronomy Magazine calendar. AAC
member Lenny Abbey correctly answered the question, but graciously
deferred accepting it in order that another member might have the
opportunity to win the calendar. Philip then asked a second question that
was correctly answered by AAC member Richard Jakiel.
Philip also addressed the need for volunteers to make the club function. He
mentioned opportunities for a member to run the club’s Sidewalk
Astronomy efforts, and to assist at the club’s Public Open House events
held at the club’s Walter F. Barber, Jr. Memorial Observatory in Villa Rica,
GA. He also pointed out that unless a volunteer stepped forward, the club
would likely lose its observatory at the Woodward Boy Scout Center next
year. Philip also noted that he expected the club would have a working
video camera at the Walter F. Barber, Jr. Memorial Observatory within two
months. He also asked for the donation of a USB2 capable computer for
use at that site.
Peach State Star Gaze (PSSG) Co-Chairman Peter Macumber announced
that final preparations and planning were completed with details now
available on the club website. The event is scheduled for November 2-6
and will feature a wide range of speakers. AAC member Joanne Cirincione,
PSSG Co-Chairman, then distributed PSSG application forms.
AAC member Stephen Bieger discussed ongoing activities at the Charlie
Elliot Wildlife Management Area (CEWMA) Chapter of the AAC. The
next meeting of the CEWMA Chapter will be on the 1st of October and
will feature observing afterwards, weather permitting. The CEWMA
program will focus on “Telescope Basics” and Stephen invited the
membership to the meeting and observing session.

ATTENDANCE: Twenty-two guests and members attended the Saturday,
September 10, 2005 meeting.
BUSINESS: Larry Owens gave an update on the Byers mount project.
Steve Bieger and Phil Haines have also helped with the project. The AAC
has approved a $1,000 budget for the 16” truss tube project. Refiguring /
resurfacing the mirror will most likely take the bulk of that – contributions
to the project will be appreciated (contact Larry Owens for details). The
CEC Website could use contributions of images members have taken.
OBSERVING REPORT – What’s Up Tonight: Steve Bieger presented
“What’s Up Tonight”. His presentation included objects in the constellations Scutum, Aquila, Sagitta, Vulpecula, Cygnus, and Lyra. Steve will
have a list of objects for next month’s viewing posted on the CEC web site
as well as links and information on this month's objects. Steve can be
contacted at sbieger@bellsouth.net
CURRENT EVENTS REPORT: Clevis Jones covered the completion of
the STS-114 mission, very active Sunspot 798, the planetary candidate
2003 UB313, the 40th discovery of a Super Nova by Robert O. Evans,
Deep Impact update, the Tiger Stripes on Saturn’s moon Enceladas, Mars
Rovers, and an update of Larry Owens’excellent images of Mars. See his
images here: http://www.atlantaastronomy.org/CEWMA/
SPECIAL REPORT: Marc Sandberg presented an informative program
titled, “Why Do We Tolerate Bad Lighting?”. You can download the
PowerPoint presentation here: http://www.atlantaastronomy.org/
CEWMA/images/Why_do_we_tolerate.ppt
FEATURED PROGRAM: Larry Owens presented an excellent program
entitled, “Deep Sky Imaging With Digital Cameras”.
OBSERVING SESSION: Skies were good for viewing for a change and
many folks stopped by the observing filed after the meeting.

Charlie Elliot Chapter Future Meetings
by Clevis Jones, CEC Recording Secretary
Place: CE Visitor's Center presentation room. Enter through the left side
door nearest the back of the building.
Observing. Everyone is invited to the Charlie Elliott observing field after
the meeting for an evening of viewing and imaging through member and
club telescopes.
October 1, 2005 3:00 PM-6:30PM (Note new Fall/Winter time)
Astronomy Current Events – Clevis Jones
What's Up Tonight – Steve Bieger

AAC Program Chairman Keith Burns discussed programs and speakers for
the Fall 2005 season. As the club’s AL correspondent (ALCOR) he also
discussed the club’s AL Observing Programs and noted that he had
produced a number of booklets to assist members in completing the
various observing programs.

Phil adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:00PM whereupon the
membership moved to the after-meeting festivities held at Athens’s Pizza.

by Clevis Jones, CEC Recording Secretary

MEETING DATES AND PROGRAMS:

AAC Treasurer Sharon Carruthers noted the club’s new mailing address
and that the subscription rate for Astronomy Magazine had increased to
$34 per year.

At 8:45 PM Keith introduced the evening’s speaker, Dr. Hal McAlister,
whose presentation describing ongoing activities with Georgia State
University’s Center for High Angular Resolution Astronomy (CHARA)
was well received.

Charlie Elliott September Minutes

Feature Presentation: "Basic Telescopes", by Steve Bieger. Have you ever
wondered what's meant by "Schmidt Cassegrain" or wanted to know the
difference between a "reflecting" and a "refracting" telescope? Steve Bieger
will present a program for beginners in astronomy, on how to choose and
use an astronomical telescope, with a bit of theory thrown in.
For updates, please check the CEC website for the most current meeting
information - http://www.atlantaastronomy.org/CEWMA/

AAC Mailing Address Change
by Sharon Carruthers
The Atlanta Astronomy Club has changed its mailing address. Our new
address is: The Atlanta Astronomy Club, Inc., P.O. Box 76155, Atlanta,
GA 30358-1155.
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The 12th Annual Peach State Star Gaze
PSSG'05

Mentoring Program Update

The PSSG Committee has been meeting and registration is now open for
the 2005 event.

As was mentioned at the last meeting, the Mentoring Program will become
the AL Observing Programs Assistance instead. Another change in the
program is the fact that we now have six folks helping with the training.
They include myself, Eric Benner, Chuck Painter, Art Russell, Philip
Sacco, and Art Zorka. Contact information for these individuals can be
found in your AAC Directory. Philip Sacco and Keith Burns have their
phone numbers and email addresses listed on page seven of the Focal Point
newsletter. Plus you can also find this information on the AAC website
under “Officers”.

We are offering a new pricing structure to try to save you some money.
Make your plans now to be at the November 2 - 6 event, to be held once
again at the dark skies of Whitewater Express.
Visit the website at http://AtlantaAstronomy.Org/PSSG05 for details
about speakers and programs, to download registration forms, and to check
for updates. On-line registration should also be available by the time you
read this.
We are finalizing the plans and finalizing the speakers. So far we have:
Richard DeLuca who will speak on Stonehenge.
Roger Venable will speak about asteroid occultations.
Rich Jakiel will present a talk on astronomical coins.
Richard Schmude will give a talk about the opposition of Mars.
We will also have an evening of music under the stars with Jonn Serrie.
It is interesting to note that the PSSG will be held very close, within a
couple of days, of Mars Opposition. This will mean that Mars will be
well placed for observing all night long.
This years PSSG will also be at the time of the Taurids. The meteors are
debris from periodic comet 2P/Encke. They are the slowest of any major
showers, encountering Earth at only 28 kilometers per second. The Taurids
are noted for many brightly colored meteors. The dominant color is yellow,
many orange, green, red, and blue fireballs have been recorded. Refer to the
International Meteor Organization website.

By Keith Burns

This is my 8th year as AAC ALCOR for the club. This is a position I have
held since I was Observing Chairman for the club years 7 years ago. Last
year I dedicated much time and energy to get the word out about the new
Mentoring program that we as a club offer to our members. Plus I took a
more active role in the AL correspondent duties. This year I have also
taken on additional duties in the AAC. These duties include Program Chair
and PSSG Programs. With these additional duties, I don’t have the time to
dedicate to the ALCOR position and the AL Observing Programs
Assistance. The time has come for someone else to come in and take over
the position. So I am resigning from my post as ALCOR for the AAC.
The resignation will take affect on September 30th, 2006. I will assist the
person who takes my place and get this person up to speed on the duties.
If you are interested in the position, please contact Philip Sacco. So long
and thanks for all the fish!

Here Comes Mars!
In celebration of the upcoming opposition we present on the next few
pages some of the latest images of and from the “Red Planet” - Tom Faber.

- Peter and Joanne
Peach State Star Gaze Committee Chairs November 2nd - 6th, 2005

The Telescope & Instrument Workshop
(T&IW formerly The ATM Group)
by Sharon Carruthers
Why did we call this the T&IW instead of the standard ATM (Amateur
Telescope Makers)? ‘Cause we thought ATM made it sound like all we did
was make telescopes, which might keep people away (O.K., maybe that
was dumb). But we are dedicated to ALL the NON-OBSERVING needs of
our members – problems and projects with telescopes, binoculars, mounts,
motors, optics, equipment and accessories. We are the place to bring new
scope that you just can’t get to work!!
We don’t offer formal classes – it is all driven by networking and
mentoring. Show up & we will find someone to help you. We will offer
specific topics (i.e. collimation, cleaning optics, mirror grinding & testing)
at a meeting if our attendees express an interest. (The previous ATM
group started on a 16” Dob for the Club – we would like to see work on
that moving forward again.)
Meetings will be on Saturday morning at 11:00 A.M. and our next meeting
will be on October 15. Future meetings will generally be on the Saturday
following the club’s monthly meeting.
Location: Bradford Map, Globe & Telescopes, 300 Hammond Dr,
ATLANTA 30328 (Sandy Springs)

North Polar Cloud

For More info, contact: Dan Llewellyn at zoser@mindspring.com or 404633-7562 (W); or Sharon Carruthers at Treasurer@AtlantaAstronomy.org
or 770-941-4640 (H); 404-843-9610 (W)

The Mars Global Surveyor (MGS) has been in orbit around Mars since
September 1997. Those 8 Earth years span portions of 5 martian years.
One of the critical science activities that the Mars Orbiter Camera (MOC)
has been engaged in has been to document daily changes in the martian
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Sand-Strewn Summit of "Husband Hill"

weather. Each day that MOC is operating, the red and blue wide angle
cameras are used to build up a daily global map. These maps provide a
record of the planet's changing meteorological conditions. One of the most
exciting observations that the MOC wide angle cameras have made during
this time is that the red planet has very repeatable weather patterns.

The image above shows undulating bands of dark and light sand, sloping
dunes, and scattered cobbles form an apron around a ridge of light-colored
rock that stands in bold relief against distant plains, as viewed by NASA's
"Spirit" rover from the top of "Husband Hill" on Mars. From here, Spirit
is looking north-northeast en route to examining more of the local geology
of the "Columbia Hills" in Gusev Crater. A few days after taking this
picture, Spirit investigated the small, sinuous drifts on the left, located
north-northeast of the rover's position in this image.

The four pictures shown here provide an example of one of the weather
phenomena that repeat each martian year. Each picture shows the north
polar region of Mars during the northern summer season. Each picture is a
composite of several images acquired at different visible wavelengths to
give a color view of the planet. Each picture was taken about 1 Mars year
apart, and each shows an annular (circular) cloud located over the same
terrain each summer.
The first picture, acquired in April 1999, is actually not from the MGS
MOC instrument. It was obtained by the Hubble Space Telescope (HST)
Wide Field Planetary Camera 2 (WFPC2) and was originally released by
the Space Telescope Science Institute on 19 May 1999. The reason there is
no MOC image for April 1999 is a product of the MGS spacecraft's 8year history at Mars. MGS was certainly in orbit at the time, and it was
taking data during the month of April. However, the camera did not obtain
any images between 17 and 28 April because the spacecraft encountered,
and then had to be recovered from, a problem. It was at this time that the
spacecraft team realized that there is something obstructing the full
movement of MGS's high gain antenna. A work-around was created and
the mission has continued, ever since, but the down-side was that MOC
did not have the opportunity in 1999 to provide detailed observations of
the north polar, summertime, annular cloud.

The largest light-colored rock in the foreground is nicknamed "Whittaker."
The cliff beyond it and slightly to the left is nicknamed "Tenzing." The
highest rock on the ridge ahead has been dubbed "Hillary." Science team
members selected the nicknames in honor of the earliest climbers to scale
Mount Everest on Earth.
This view covers approximately 50 degrees of the compass from left to
right. It is a mosaic assembled from frames Spirit took with the panoramic
camera on sol 603 (Sept. 13, 2005). It was taken through a blue (430nanometer) filter and is presented as a cylindrical projection.
Image credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech/Cornell/NMMNH

The remaining three pictures show MGS MOC views of the cloud feature,
as it appeared in the subsequent 3 Mars years. Each year, the cloud
appeared at about the same time or slightly earlier than in the previous
year. Despite its superficial resemblance to a hurricane or cyclone on
Earth, the northern summer annular cloud does not rotate. The cloud forms
as different currents of air merge in the morning hours in the polar region;
by afternoon, the annular cloud typically dissipates or breaks up into
smaller clouds.
MGS MOC has observed other repeated phenomena over the course of its
8-year mission orbiting Mars. These include dust storms that repeat, year
after year, in the same location within a week or two of the time it
occurred in the previous year. They also include dust devils in northern
Amazonis, which start up shortly after the first day of spring, and keep
occurring nearly every afternoon until a few days into the autumn season.
MOC is continuing its mission to monitor the planet -- in 2006, MOC's
weather observations will be used to provide guidance for the aerobraking
maneuvers of the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO). MOC images will
show whether dust storms are occurring, and whether the dust suspended
by these storms will impact the density of the atmosphere at the altitudes
that MRO is passing through to slow the spacecraft and change its orbit to
the one desired for the MRO primary mission. Credit: NASA/JPL/MSSS

This view of the Columbia Hills was taken by the Spirit Rover shortly after
landing on Mars. The rover was still on its landing platform - a portion of the
deflated air bags used to cushion the landing are visible in the foreground.
Spirit is now atop "Husband Hill." Named after Rick Husband, Commander
of the Space Shuttle Columbia, it is the tallest among seven hills, each named
after the brave souls who flew on Columbia's final mission. Image credit:
NASA/JPL
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December 2004, a suite of boulders became dislodged from the crater wall,
then rolled and perhaps bounced their way to the crater floor.

Recently-Formed Impact Crater
Scientists using the Mars Orbiter Camera on NASA's Mars Global
Surveyor spacecraft have discovered a crater that appears to have formed
on Mars in the past 20 or so Earth years, and have used it and several
other similar craters to estimate the present cratering rate on Mars.
The new crater is located on the southern rim of the summit crater, or
caldera, of the intermediate-sized martian volcano, Ulysses Patera. The site
was imaged by the Viking 2 orbiter in 1976 (left above, an enlarged portion
of the image) and in narrow-angle views by the Mars Orbiter Camera in
1999 (center) and 2005 (right). The new crater, about 25 meters across, is
marked by a distinct dark, rayed pattern of ejected material, or ejecta,
which is seen to have faded somewhat between 1999 and 2005.

Why the new boulders slid down the slope is unknown. This is the
product of a mass movement (landsliding) process. That is, gravity is the
main culprit. Whether the boulder motion was triggered by something - a
seismic event ("Marsquake") or strong winds - is not known. Also
unknown is whether all of the new boulder tracks formed at the same time,
in response to a single event, or rolled downhill one at a time over the
nearly 13-month period. Credit: NASA/JPL/MSSS

Ulysses Patera, a volcanic shield about 100 kilometers in diameter volcanic
shield, located near 2.5 degrees north latitude, 121.3 degrees west
longitude, is one of the Tharsis volcanoes and is partly buried by younger
lava flows. The summit caldera is about 55 kilometers in diameter.
The amount that the crater's rays faded between 1999 and 2005 can be
used to help estimate how many years ago the crater formed. The actual
contrast between the ejecta and the undisturbed volcano summit materials
is actually much less than it appears to be in these processed images, and
the amount of fading is also much less. Images of disturbed surfaces from
various parts of Mars, such as dust devil tracks, dark slope streaks and
rover tracks, indicate that disturbed surfaces on Mars are dark and that
they lighten with time. Using these other examples to estimate how dark
the ejecta from the Ulysses crater was originally, and how much it has
faded in six years, suggests the crater formed in the early to mid 1980s.
Credit: NASA/JPL/MSSS/USGS

New Boulder Tracks
New Gullies on a Martian Sand Dune

When a boulder rolls down a dusty slope, it can leave behind a trail of
depressions. Usually known as boulder tracks, these features have been
documented and studied on Earth, the Moon, and Mars. Geologists
studying the Moon and Mars can use these tracks to learn about the
physical properties of the fine-grained debris encountered by the boulder
as it rolled down the slope.
Because of the high-resolution capability (0.5 to 12 meters per pixel) of
the Mars Orbiter Camera on NASA's Mars Global Surveyor spacecraft,
dozens of boulder track sites have been identified on the red planet.
A Mars Orbiter Camera image of one set of boulder tracks in a south midlatitude crater (located near 35.8 degrees south latitude, 158.4 degrees west
longitude) was obtained on Nov. 14, 2003, (left below). A second image of
the same site, from Dec. 4, 2004, (right) shows that more than a dozen
new boulder tracks formed on the crater wall during the intervening time.
Mars is an active planet, with geologic changes occurring - at some scale every day. In this case, some time between mid November 2003 and early

Two gullies appear in an April 2005 image of a sand-dune slope where
they did not exist in July 2002. The Mars Orbiter Camera team has found
many sites on Mars with fresh-looking gullies, and checked back at more
than 100 gullied sites for possible changes between imaging dates, but this
is the first such find. Some gullies, on slopes of large sand dunes, might
have formed when frozen carbon dioxide, trapped by windblown sand
during winter, vaporized rapidly in spring, releasing gas that made the sand
flow as a gully-carving fluid. This pair of images shows a dune as it
appeared on July 17, 2002, (left above) and as it appeared on April 27,
2005, (right). During this period, a couple of gullies formed on the dune
slip face. The 2002 image was obtained at a time of year when the incident
sunlight was coming in from a lower angle, relative to the horizon, than in
the 2005 image. If the gullies had been present in 2002, their appearance
would be sharper and more pronounced than they are in the 2005 image.
Credit: NASA/JPL/MSSS/ASU
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Eberswalde Delta
Scientifically, perhaps the most important result from use of the Mars
Orbiter Camera on NASA's Mars Global Surveyor during that spacecraft's
extended mission has been the discovery and documentation of a fossil
delta. The feature is located in a crater northeast of Holden Crater, near
24.0 degrees south latitude, 33.7 degrees west longitude. Since the
announcement of the discovery of the delta in November 2003, the
International Astronomical Union has provided a provisional name
(pending final approval) for the crater in which the landforms occur. The
crater has been named Eberswalde, for a town in Germany.
The Eberswalde delta provides the first clear evidence that some valleys on
Mars experienced persistent flow of a liquid with the physical properties
of water over an extended period of time. In addition, because the delta
today is lithified - hardened to form rock - it provided the first unambiguous evidence that some martian sedimentary rocks were deposited in a
liquid (presumably, water) environment. The presence of meandering
channels, a cut-off meander, and crisscrossing channels at different
elevations (one above the other), provided the clear geologic evidence for
these interpretations. Credit: NASA/JPL/MSSS

Two Moons Passing in the Night
Taking advantage of extra solar energy collected during the day, NASA's
Mars Exploration Rover Spirit settled in for an evening of stargazing,
photographing the two moons of Mars as they crossed the night sky. In
this image, both martian moons, Deimos and Phobos, travel across the
night sky in front of the constellation Sagittarius. Part of Sagittarius
resembles an upside-down teapot. Phobos is the brighter object on the
right; Deimos is on the left. Spirit acquired these enhanced-brightness
images with the panoramic camera on the night of sol 585 (Aug. 26, 2005).
Scientists will use images of the two moons to better map their orbital
positions, learn more about their composition, and monitor the presence of
nighttime clouds or haze. Spirit took this image using the camera's
broadband filter, which was designed specifically for acquiring images
under low-light conditions. Image Credit: NASA/JPL/Cornell/Texas A&M

Heading South on 'Erebus Highway'
NASA's Mars Exploration Rover Opportunity is currently traveling
southward over a pavement of outcrop dubbed the "Erebus Highway."
"Erebus Crater," the rover's next target, lies less than 100 meters south of
its current position. This view is a mosaic produced from frames taken by
the rover's navigation camera during Opportunity's 582nd martian day, or
sol (Sept. 13, 2005). It shows fractured blocks of ancient sedimentary rock
separated by recent sand dunes. Credit: NASA/JPL

Page 6

AAC Contacts
President: Philip Sacco 404-296-6332
president@atlantaastronomy.org
Program Chair: Keith Burns 770-427-1475
programs@atlantaastronomy.org
Observing Chair: Daniel Herron observing@atlantaastronomy.org

Repeated Clouds over Arsia Mons

Corresponding Secretary: Kat Sarbell 404-352-0652
focalpoint@atlantaastronomy.org

Three wide angle views taken by the Mars Orbiter Camera on NASA's
Mars Global Surveyor at intervals about one Mars year apart show similar
spiral dust clouds over a volcano named Arsia Mons. The upper-left image
was taken on June 19, 2001, the first day of southern winter on Mars. The
upper-right image was taken on April 24, 2003, in late southern autumn on
Mars. The lower image was taken on Feb. 25, 2005, slightly earlier in late
southern autumn on Mars. Credit: NASA/JPL/MSSS

Treasurer: Sharon Carruthers

Treasurer@AtlantaAstronomy.org

Recording Secretary: Art Russell
secretary@atlantaastronomy.org
Board Chair: Tom Crowley 404-233-6886 crowleytj@hotmail.com
Board: Tom Faber 770-923-6832 tfaber@america.net

Georgia Astronomy in State Parks
(GASP) Events

Board: Chris Hetlage 770-242-6584 chrishet@comcast.net

Here are the currently scheduled future GASP events:

Board: Art Zorka 404-633-8822 (H) 404-247-2474 (C)
star.myth@juno.com

October 8th - Florence
Marina State Park

Elliott Chapter Director: Larry Owens
planetographer@comcast.com

November 19th - Unicoi
State Park.

Elliott Observing Supervisor: Steve Bieger - Contact Info TBA

Board: Larry Owens planetographer@comcast.com
Board: Ken Poshedly 678-516-1366 poshedly@bellsouth.net

Elliott Recording Secretary: Clevis Jones
cjones@aaahawk.com

March 25th - Unicoi St Park.
For more information about these events, contact Joanne Cirincione at
Starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org.

Elliott Coordinator: Alesia Rast Alesia_Rast@mail.dnr.state.ga.us
Webmaster Charlie Elliott: Larry Owens
planetographer@comcast.net

The GASP volunteers at FDR State Park on Labor Day weekend 2004 From left to right: Joanne Circincione, Keith Burns, Harold and Claudia
Champ with Ginger, Peter Macumber, Sharon Carruthers, Tom Faber, Kat
Sarbell, and Holly and John Ritger.

The Telescope Workshop: Dan Llewellyn 404-735-9661 or 404-6337562 zoser@mindspring.com
Georgia Astronomy in State Parks: Joanne Cirincione 404-824-4751
starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org

Atlanta Astronomy Club Website

Light Trespass: Marc Sandberg 404-531-4227
sandberg235@earthlink.net

While this newsletter is the official information source for the Atlanta
Astronomy Club, it is only up to date the day it is printed. So if you want
more up to date information, go to our club’s website. The website
contains pictures, directions, membership applications, events updates
(when available) and other information. http://www.atlantaastronomy.org

AL Observing Programs Assistance: Keith Burns 770-427-1475
Keith_B@bellsouth.net
PSSG Chairman: Peter Macumber pmacumber@nightsky.org
Co-Chair: Joanne Cirincione starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org

The Atlanta Astronomy Club, Inc., the South’s largest and oldest
astronomical society, meets at 8:00 P.M. on the third Friday of each
month at Emory University’s White Hall or occasionally at other locations or times. Membership is open to all. Membership fees are $30 for
a family or single person membership. College Students membership fee
is $15. These fees are for a one year membership.
Magazine subscriptions to Sky & Telescope or Astronomy can be purchased
through the club for a reduced rate. The fees are $33 for Sky & Telescope
and $3 34 for Astronomy. Renewal forms will be sent to you by the
magazines. Send the renewal form along with your check to the Atlanta
Astronomy Club treasurer.
The Club address: Atlanta Astronomy Club, Inc., P.O. Box 76155,
Atlanta, GA 30358-1155.
Atlanta Astronomy Club Hot Line: Timely information on the night
sky and astronomy in the Atlanta area. Call 770-621-2661.
AAC Web Page: http://www.AtlantaAstronomy.Org
Send suggestions, comments, or ideas about the website to
webmaster@AtlantaAstronomy.org. Also send information on upcoming observing events, meetings, and other events to the webmaster.

Sidewalk Astronomy: Mark Banks 404-257-2766
Jmarkbanks@earthlink.net
Woodruff Observ. Coordinator: John Lentini 770-984-0175
johnlentini@yahoo.com
Webmaster Atlanta Astronomy: Peter Macumber 770-941-4640
pmacumber@nightsky.org

Directions to White Hall at Emory
Meeting Location Information:
Turn onto Dowman Drive from North Decatur Road at the five way
intersection (across from Everybody’s Pizza). White Hall is located on the
right across from the new Science & Math building. Parking is available
along Dowman Drive on both sides of the road. There is also a gated
parking lot on the left behind the Admissions Building. After 6PM there is
no fee to park there. For more detailed directions on how to get to Emory
University, visit www.atlantaastronomy.org.
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We’re here to help! Here’s how how to reach us:
Atlanta, GA 30309

2025 Peachtree Road, Apt.#408
Kat Sarbell
FROM:

FIRST CLASS
Newsletter of The Atlanta Astronomy Club,
Inc.

The Focal Point

by Tom Faber (All times EDT/EST unless noted)

Please send articles, pictures, and drawings in electronic format on anything astronomy related to
Kat Sarbell at focalpoint@atlantaastronomy.org. You can submit articles anytime up and including
the deadline date. The deadline for November is Thursday, October 27th at 4:00 PM ....
Submissions will no longer be accepted after the deadline.

Focal Point Deadline and Info

Subscribe to the Atlanta Astronomy Club Mailing List: The name of the list is: AstroAtlanta. The
address for messages is: AstroAtlanta@yahoogroups.com . To add a subscription, send a message
to: AstroAtlanta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com . This list is owned by Lenny Abbey.

Atlanta Astronomy Club Listserve

November 17th, Thursday: Leonid Meteors.

November 15th, Tuesday: Full Moon.

November 11th, Friday: AAC Meeting at White Hall, 8PM, Emory University (Special Date).

November 9th, Wednesday: Mercury near Antares.

November 8th, Tuesday: Moon First Quarter.

November 6th, Sunday: Mars at Opposition.

November 5th, Saturday: Moon near Venus.

November 3rd, Thursday: Mercury & Venus at Eastern Elongation. Moon near Mercury.

November 2nd - 6th: ***Peach State Star Gaze***

November 2nd, Wednesday: Moon New.

October 29th, Saturday: Mars nearest Earth. Mars Party at VR, Contact Daniel Herron for details.

October 25th, Tuesday: Moon near Saturn & M44.

October 24th, Monday: Moon Last Quarter.

October 22nd, Saturday: Conjuction Jupiter-Sun.

October 21st, Friday: Orionid Meteors. AAC Meeting at White Hall, 8PM, Emory University.

October 19th, Wednesday: Moon near M45.

October 18th, Tuesday: Moon near Mars.

October 17th, Monday: Full Moon.

October 16th, Sunday: Venus near Antares.

October 15th, Saturday: Telescope & Instrument Workshop at 11AM - Contact Sharon Carruthers.

October 10th, Monday: Moon First Quarter.

October 8th, Saturday: GASP at Florence Marina State Park. Giacobinid Meteors.

October 7th, Friday: Bradley Observatory Open House, 8PM, Agnes Scott College, "Art and Astronomy in Krakow, Prague, Venice and Florence," Chris De Pree and Donna Sadler - Agnes Scott Col.

October 6th, Thursday: Conjuction Mercury-Jupiter, Moon near Venus.

October 3rd, Monday: New Moon. Mercury, Jupiter near Spica.

October 1st, Saturday: DSO at Mentone, AL, - Contact Daniel Herron.

Calendar

